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army were on the point of attacking Venice, and then
retired "well satisfied by the manner of the Em-
peror," the General says in one of his letters, "that
my mission would not be in vain.'' In fact, early
next morning, Prince Eichard Metternich called on
General Fleury to inform him that the Emperor
would receive him at eight the same morning, when
Napoleon's envoy was told that the proposed arm-
istice was accepted and that the French Emperor
had been requested to name a place where the con-
ditions of peace could be discussed. The Emperor
asked General Fleury to have the French fleet im-
mediately advised of the truce, which was forthwith
done. Thereupon, General Fleury returned to Va-
leggio, where his arrival was eagerly awaited. He
related: ""When I said, 'I bring good news,' and
put my hand in my pocket to bring out Francis
Joseph's reply, I perceived a look of great relief
spread over Napoleon Ill's face.''

The interview between the delegates of the two
sovereigns took place two days later at Villafranca,
half way between Verona and Valeggio. A sus-
pension of arms was immediately decided upon,
which meant, in the view of some, simply a truce, and
according to others, a permanent peace. The Em-
press of course was in the latter category, though
she knew that this peace would find many critics
both at home and abroad; and she wrote in this,
sense to the Emperor. The latter replied: "I am
not surprised at the surprise in France, nor at the
disappointment in Piedmont. In fact, I would be
surprised if it were otherwise. Count Oavour is
furious, and my good friend Victor Emmanuel sees
what is surely coming. But as Austria may noted, the armed forces of the whole eon-
